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Two Dark Horses 


January 23 


Cahill, Holger LOOK SOUTH TO THE POLAR STAR Harcourt, Brace 
4, 
* Here is a book that will need careful presentation - sound appraisal of values = 


if it is to have the sale it rates on its unusual background and mterial. The place- 
China, with Shanghai and the surrounding area, and the elusively shifting headquarters 
of various units of the guerilla forces; the time- the period immediately before Pearl 
Harbor, when Civil War was as much of a threat on the edge of reality as was the Japanese 
peril, with false lures of peace. The story revolves around the disappearance of an 
American, long resident in China, whose loyalties were oddly blended with high moral 
purpose; around the facts behind a kidnapping; around the daughter of the American, 
rescued from imminent peril only to put her head once more into the noose of danger. 

An officer of the American Intelligence and his aid, a Russian guide, a mysterious 
stranger with a German name, play an intricate game. There's fascination= sometimes 
confusion= here, in a unique bock and exceptionally well written} 


a 
4} 
February 77 


Arnold, Elliott BLOOD BROTHER Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
i $3.00 — 

To anyone concerned with the tragic story of the American Indian this will be 
of absorbing interest. To many other readers, Blood Brothers may well create an interest 
not hitherto there, for it is unique in its penetration of the Indian psychology, the Ind- 
ian way of life. The central characters are Cochise, gallant chief of the Chiricahua 
Apaches in the period spanning the Civil War, and Tom Jeffords, government scout, who be- 
came staunch advocate of the policy upon which he and Cochise built peace between the 
white settlers of New Mexico and the Apaches. It is impossible in brief space to convey 
the fascination of the book. Arnold has rooted his story in exhaustive research inspired 
by a profound reverence for the greatness of the men whose friendship has become an 
anomaly in the history of the white man's treatment of the Indians. He has not glossed 
over the faults on either side; he has shown indisputably that the betrayal of honor, the 
breaking of faith lay with the settlers, avid of their newly won rights, greedy and cruel 
and ignorant. The story has an epic quality, told against a background of mountain fast- 
nesses and desert. It also has a double thread of romance interwoven with the mjor 
theme of blood brotherhood. At times the pace of the story is slowed by the author's 
reluctance to discard some of the colorful material he has uncovered, material not stricte 
ly of a piece with his plot. The handling of the Jeffords-Cochise relationship is beauti- 
fully done; Jeffords' love for the Indian girl he married is more consistentiy success~ 
ful than the somewhat stilted development of the romance of Jeffords and Terry, a romance 
which was to hima secondary phase of a long life. Sympathetic and moving approach to a 
too often misinterpreted phase of our nation's growth. A book that all libraries will 
want, and that - if it gets the right sort of break in the press, should have a reason~ 
ably wide general sale. Arnold has done two novels and two documentary records of the 
war theatres. This is his first book with an American background. 
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Generous Servings of Good Provender 


Things are looking up. Perhaps the titles listed in this paragraph aren't going to be 
world beaters, but all of them have definite sales possibilities. Note reports in 


pages following on COMMAND DECISION by William Wister Haines (Little, Brown); on 
William Irish's WALTZ INTO DARKNESS ..(Lippincott); on THE LOVELY LYNCAS by Magdalen 


King-Hall (Rinehart); on Laura Hobson's GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT (Simon & Schuster). 
There's a new - though perhaps not top drawer- James M. Cain, THE BUTTERFLY (Knopf). 


And there are good drawing names for two collections of short stories,- Rosamond 
Lehmann and Edna Ferber. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Ftctton 
l 


January) 


Haines, William Wister COMMAND DECISION Little, regs 
2090 
* This is an exciting booke I hope it wont fall before the hurdle of public 
reluctance to read war books, for it is a war book. That must be faced. But it is more 
than that- it is a book about men's passions and angers and ambitions and fears; a book 
about big decisions under fire of public opinion and political pressure; it is a book 
that will cause discomfort among the big brass in high places, but will hearten the 
public that wonders whether men who make the split second decisions can stand up against 
the top rank pressure, vacillation and uncertainties. Haines writes well; Slim and 
High Tension were unique among industrial novels. He has a sense of drama, an ability 
to make his characters three dimensional, whether he is writing of Brigadier General 
Dennis, commander of a division of heavy bombers at the time that invasion of Germany 
meant extension beyond fighter cover, and while daylight precision bombing was still in 
question; or of General Kane, who ducked responsibility and picked his way gingerly be- 
tween courageous backing of Dennis and palliative measures before visiting Congressmen; 
or of Dennis' office Sergeant, Evans, or McGinnis who doubled for Evans in emergencies. 
The book will assuredly be discussed; there's plenty of guessing as to who served as 
models, And eventually, the Jed Harris' production of a-play based on the novel will 
give it wider audiences. To the men who servei with the Air Force, Haines’ intimate 
knowledge of his subject will be welcome relief after much of the second hand fictional 


material handed out. 


January 7 


Lehmann, Rosamond THE GIPSY'S BABY Reynal & Hitchcock 
$2.50 

Originally scheduled for October publication, this was reported as follows:- 
"An unimportant collection of short stories by the author of Zhe Ballad and the Source. 
Most of the stories have children as central characters; Miss Lehmann has a singularly 
sympathetic perceptive way of handling children, of seeing into their thoughts and emo- 
tions. The title story gives one an oblique awareness of the tragedy in a child who has 
known only poverty but who glimpses ways that are different and strives to escape from 
reality into imagination; several of the stories revolve around John and Jean (query - 
are these deliberately nostalgic, with a quality of reminscence?) - of a household that 
expresses a way of life that will not return. The final story captures the confusion 
and turmoil of a village entertainment and the people in different ways involved in 
putting it on. The author's name will give this more impetus to sales than the average 
collection of short stories." 
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Marmur, Jacland AND ROMEDA os Holt 
. u- $2.75 

Reported originally for September publication - doubly postponed:- "By the 
author of sea Duty, The Sea and The Shore, this has much of the lyrical emotionalism, 
the sea-feverish tension of all Marmur has written-which gives his books a certain qual- 
ity. . This is the story of the cunless cargo steamer, Andromeda, her Captain and crew 
of old timers who survived the last wear and reminisce back to it, the hopeless crossing 
she is to make from Singapore to Frisco after war has been declared. They carry two 
passengers, Nancy Paget, who is young, lovely, arrogant, and Alexander Bane, an older 
man; end to Nancy the war first becomes a reality when the quartermaster is shot from the 
mast. She falls in love with John Flemming, the chief mate, and admits her involvement 
only when the Andromeda is spotted by a submarine, and her sinking seems a surety, though 
Bane, Japanese agent, attempts to save the ship and his own life... A certain romanticism 
here does not limit this to a purely masculine market." 


Hill, Grace Livingston WHERE TWO WAYS MEET ; Lippincott 
$2.00 

Following well worn paths Mrs. Hill gives us Paige Madison, home from the wars, 
facing postwar disillusion as he goes to work for rich Harris Chalmers, whose money-lend~ 
ing-cum-foreclosure business offends Paige's Christian scruples, while Chalmers' petulant 
daughter Reva offends his moral scruples. But Paige manages to retain his independence, 
continues his good works with the aid of June, Sunday School teacher, and eventually gives 
up his job only to find that the Lord has provided with a better one, and with June as 
welleceoeYeS, we know Mrs. Hill rolls up substantial profits for all concerned = and you 
know her market. 


Warner, Rex THE AERODROME Lippincott 

3 $2 op0 

This was published in England in 1941; just why Lippincott thinks it wort 

issuing at this late date is certainly not evident in the quality of the story, which 
seems to us a slow motion, unresolved novel with a collection of odd aberrations. There's 
& young man who discovers that the Rector and his wife are not his real parents, that the 
girl he has secretly married is the illegitimate daughter of his foster father, - all of 
which problems in readjustment are intensified by the absorption of the village where he 
had lived into the aerodrome. His foster father is accidentally killed by a lieutenant 
in the air force; and he himself joins the air force and eventually gets on the track of 
his real parentage, and is able to come to terms with disruptive factors in his own life. 
Problems of self government are linked with the village government upheaval. The story 
depends on the suspense of withheld revelations for its continuity. Certainly not re- 
quired reading. 


January 9 


Bennett, Peggy THE VARMINTS Knopf 
: $2.50 

Against the stagnant background of northeast Florida is told a story of three 
children, who with the death of their mother and their father's turning to an affair with 
a lush young girl, are taken by their grandparents. Not only the difference in genera- 
tions, but the mounting economic push are reflected in this odyssey of growth, this dis- 
sective exploration of the roots of maturity. Ethel at nine is a dreamer; in later years 
even her New York trip fails to come up to expectations; Mutt, eight at the start, is 
snared by early marriage; Hilliard, the youngest, best weathers years of depression, and 
dissolves the problem of being a genius in preparing for war. A gritty, unsublimated 
recording of transition, of psychological trends and patterns, of heritage, environment 
and the shaping of personality. The novel has the earmarks of case history, of documen- 
tation, rather than of warm humanity. 
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January 10 


Whiteman, Luther THE FACE OF THE CLAM 7 
2.50 
Amoral annals of benevolent bums, in the Tortilla Flat tradition (without : 
the talent of a Steinbeck to sustain it), these episodes provide mildly engaging, rather 
than actively amusing, reading. Dune squatters of Pismo Beach, California, are the sub- 
jects of Whiteman's stories. There's Frenchy, who becomes a convert to the cult of the 
Lemarians, and builds a temple on the dunes; forbidden flesh food by the chief cultist, 
Bible-Bo, Frenchy can still not resist clams. There's Dunker, who imports a Swami to 
the colony. There's one-legged Peg, who is conducting a matrimonial agency correspon- 
dence and gets involved-at long range- with one of two ladies. He isn't sure whether 
she is the lady with money or the one with an impressive chest measurement. When she 
arrives, she finds Peg a disappointment and marries the game warden instead. These are 


but a few of the many episodes. 


January 15 


Beymer, William G. THE MIDDLE OF MIDNIGHT Wadia 
2090 
A thriller, mking use of current events and recent developments, this is a 
blunt-blow action story which is concerned with the doings of C Company, of the American 
Army of Occupation II, in South Bavaria. With directives from G2 to locate and destroy 
underground Nazi activity, Captain Harkliss, in tagging 7; .-sible suspects, becomes party 
to a substitution where a loyal American takes the place .* his identical twin, a trusted 
member of the underground. The impersonation, plus the mutilation of an American spy, 
the killing of the Company's Colonel, and mysterious sound wave manipulations from the 
old castle, wind up in a final storming of the underground's stronghold which looses an 


underground atomic bomb. Minus romantic frills, this is fast paced, fact-founded, yarning. 


BI 
January 20 


Freitag, George H. THE LOST LAND Coward, McCann ~ 
, $2.75 ~ 
A sincere, if sometimes stolid, tale of unassimilated immigrants and the power 
of two pulls,- pride in a German fatherland, belief and love for a new land. The period 
is the last war, as Augustine, German-American, married to a loyal Irish woman, stymied 
by the deadend future of mill work is at last able to achieve his dream- a farm outside 
Laurel, Ohio, and shuts his eyes to the fact that the nearby brick factory and the ig- 
norance of neighboring farmers have combined to ruin the land. His love of the land had 
made a dreamer of him, had carried him through the cruel feuding, had bolstered him 
against the inescapable responsibilities of poverty, had armed him against the stigma 
of being labelled a "Hun". But at last he is forced by his brother to sell and return 
to his hated drudgery, clinging still to memories of brief realization of his dream of 
being a farmer, albeit a failure. This story is told by his son, who has had no choice 
but to become a mill worker, too. It is a story of bitter disappointments and acri- 
monious family life. Not a book for a wide market. 


Vegtel, Maddy THE MOON IS RISING Whittlesey House 
$2.50 
From the sheltered, innocent life of the provincial aristocrats to the aware, 
intelligent participation in Dutch survival, this effects the contrasts from 1910 to 
the present war. Through the life of Daisy and her nephew, Hein, is reflected the 
healthy ability to adjust to change, the refusal to accept the uncaring drift towards 
Nazi power as personified by Sloets and his family. Heins is Sloets' bastard son but 
Daisy, though permitting him to meet his father, never lets the father know the truth, 
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and Hein is able to watch the vicious disintegration of his halfbrother and sister, his 
father's final failure as a Nazi puppet. But Hein in falling in love finds Eva's family 
a substitute and their wisdom helps to guide both him and Daisy. Eva's brother gets 
revenge for all when he shoots Sloets for collaborationism, before he goes underground 
after the German invasion. There is a sure touch and a matter of factness that gives 
this an authentic feeling of modern Dutch life. 


January “ 


Moffett, Langstom DEVIL BY THE TAIL Lippincott 
$300 
This is the fourth "novel" about an alcoholic - and, as far as I am concerned, 
only Jackson's The Lost Weekend is a fully realized book. There was September Remember 
by "Eliot Taintor", in which Alcoholics Anonymous was a factor; there was Bishop's story 
of Wister, The Glass Crutch, where lay therapy, in the Peabody tradition, provided an 
answer. Now comes Devil By The fail, which carries no conviction as to any lasting 
‘solution, though the author would have one feel that the thrills, enchantment and cone 
tentment’of painting (or presumably of any creative fulfillment) outweigh the thrill of 
the bottle. The main body of the book traces the Odyssey of a dipsomaniace- ad nauseam. 
Possibly an alcoholic - or an ex-alcoholic- might find it interesting. Possibly the 
eventual substitution of artistic expression for artificial stimuJants and for success- 
ive cures - and the realization that the cure lies within the self alone, my provide 
inspiration and help for those in need. But the average reader will find it a long, 
dull recital of pitfall after pitfall - and feel that the central character, Gordon, 
is scarcely worth the agony. We are told he is charming- and many alcoholics are= but 
we don't feel his charm. Nor is the family picture anything more than a shadowy backe- 


ground. 
































January 23 


Algren, Nelson somenrmm The lleow Wuaiiidivs . Doubleday 
$2.50 
24 short stories whose intimtions of mortality are grim, unemotional, filled 
with subdued violence. Here are the small-time pugs, the weary police, the drunks and 
their backgrounds, the pieces of trade, women whose burned-out lives leave them nothing 
to live for, the jobless and homeless and their transparent efforts to believe their own 
stories. Here, too, are some notes from the war,- a deserter, stuffed bums of officers, 
a boy auto thief who turns into a hero, prisoners of war in the occupation army. Little 
of hope, though there is tolerance towards failure here, and an objective slant on deca- 
dent humanity. Not for the average short story market. 
Millar, George MY PAST WAS AN EVIL RIVER // 9 Doubleday te 
By the author of the autobiographical Waiting In: the Night and Horned Pigeon, 
this is a first novel which carries a considerably lower emotional and dramatic quotient 
than did his previous books- even though fictional, It is the story of a valley, near 
Berchtesgaden, at the end of the war, as the Americans take over and are feared by most, 
resented by a few of the diehard Nazis who continue their guerilla warfare. As told by 
a Frenchman, once a prisoner, now a servant to a widow, this is primarily the story of 
Willy Wiedemeyer, amoral and opportunistic, once high in the Hitler hierarchy and now 
ingratiatingly inching himself in with the Americans. Capitalizing on his knowledge of 
the intimacies of Hitler's life, Willy reveals these in return for security for his 
family, but is eventually taken prisoner- and killed- for his betrayal of the Fuhrercoe. 
Slow, somewhat unsympathetic reading- for a popular market. 
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January 23 


Cain, James M. THE BUTTERFLY Knopf 

$2.00 

Another for the now established Cain market, ~- the familiar, foreordained 

formula of a love which is largely lust, and the retribution it carries. This time the 
setting for characteristic Cain-raising is West Virginia, where mountaineers shine, shoot 
and shivaree their kinfolk - and the central character is Jess Tyler. Jess had been de- 
serted by his wife, Belle, some years back, when she ran away with Moke Blue. Their 
daughter, Kady, now 19, comes to live with him, bringing the first reminder of her in 
many years. Kady brings out impulses and instincts he's ashamed of until he see the 
butterfly birthmark on Kady's child and learns that Kady is child of Moke, the man he 
hated, and not his child. Jess breaks up WWash's plans to marry Kady, and gives way to 
the attraction she holds for him. When arrested for incest, he clears himself with the 
court, but not with Kady, who leaves him to the crude justice of the posses... A sordid 
tale of compulsive prohibitive passion. Certainly not for conservatives. 


January 28 


Michener, James Ao TALES OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC Macmillan 
$3.00 
Reported originally for November publication; now on this date-as follows:- 
"From the critical days of early war to the advance against the Japs, in the Pacific, 
these stories have an authentic feeling of place and character, a real effect of the 
emotional atmosphere of that time. Certain characters appear in more than one tale, and 
the teller is a "paper work sailor" who knew and saw the results of sitting it out on the 
rock, who felt the American quality of men in every service, as they celebrated in victory, 
or grew more determined in defeat. There's romance, for a nurse, for a@ happy go lucky 
flier; there's mysterious aid fromthe jungles that suddenly disappears; there is the 
milk run and its cost; Bloody Mary, a Tonkinese, and her defiance of military and civilian 
government, her ambition to find an American husband for her daughter; a doctor's desire 
to express his love for his wife; a Christmas that was successful in spite of disastrous 
threats; the building of an air strip; a marriage with a half-Javanese girl; the payoff 
of an officious officer at a Naval Supply Depot; a big strike- and the payment it de- 
mands»e. Ways and means by which a war was fought, and the men that fought, not always 
with guns; the carefree moments that broke tension and monotony - this is well-handled 
material, strictly popular story telling, and good stuff for men." 


January 30 


De Sola, Alis THE BODY IS FAITHFUL And Other Stories Dutton 
$2075 
A sequence of short stories, some tremulous, some feverish with feeling, which, 
though the range is wide in type and place, are almost solely concerned with love. A 
frightened misfit finds that her nightly lover is a freak but "the body is faithful"; a 
woman's proud bearing prohibits the acknowledgment of her husband's lover even in death. 
A boy is wracked by a love-hate attraction for his sister; a middle-aged man finds he is 
able to buy, but not to win, youth; one girl's love for a married man, another bids her 
lover goodbye, a third intellectually rejects love; a soldier relapses from inherited 
military tradition of honor for love and so on and so on. There's occasional imitation 
of Dorothy Parker, occasional smart bitterness, a very definite liking for and lingering 
over passion, but no literary virtue. <A few of these have appeared in Harper's Bazaar, 
Mademoiselle, etc. but most are to date unpublished. 


February 5 
Brandel, Marc THE ROD AND THE STAFF Harper 


$2.50 
A far cry from the hysterical pitch of Rain Before Seven, this is a straight 
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forward story of the results of an abortive Latin American uprising half a century ago. 
Passos, the leader, has been hanged in the capital, and his followers, Barto and Miguel, 
return to their coastal home to carry on against governmental tyranny. Miguel follows 
the precepts of his leader and carries on without violence, Barto becomes the leader 

of a growing armed force, seconded by unscrupulous Diego. Both parties run risks to 
keep their activities secret, but Barto's self-doubting culminates in his betrayal of 
Miguel - and eventually turns against Diego and is killed.... Reflection of current 
topics in an expository novel, where the personalities count more than the issues, 

and where a mixed breed of Indian and Negro attempts to change evil. 


February 5 


Lindop, Audrey FORTUNE MY FOE Harper 
$2075 
A multi-patterned, vari-colored story of four generations, which sustains, on 
a high key, the lives and mismanaged loves of the Vetches, from the time when Juliet, who 
loved a parson, married Walter Vetch, but insisted on having a child by the man she loved. 
That child was to become a waster and drinker, but he in turn fathered several children 
and gave little in return for his wife's forgiving affection. Of her children, Robert 
was the most favored; he brought back from Russia a wife whose high spirits he opposed 
by his highmindedness. She turned from him to another man, bore his child, Clare - and 
Robert committed suicide. She was a colorless, plain child who grew up in dullness and 
drabness in London. Eventually she went to the home of a doctor as housekeeper, and 
eventually became his wife. In service to him, she found her answer to the unhappy 
heritage. The drama and romanticism of the handling make this compelling - in its genre. 
(But it's not the answer to the demand for wholesome romance. ) 


Irish, William WALTZ INTO DARKNESS Lippincott 
$2.75 
* This is William Irish' first novel since Phantom Lady and carries less sus- 


pense but is a decorative, period-graced study of the disintegration and degradation of 
a good man in the hands of a bad woman. Louis Durand, marrying-sight unseen- & woman 
with whom he had been in correspondence, Julia Russell, is altogether won by her pretty 
femininity, her affectionate ways, and only passingly concerned by contradictions in 
her history. Her departure, with all his money, confirms his suspicions of her impos- 
ture, and the murder of the real Julia Russell leaves him set upon revenge. Once he 
finds her and she convinces him of her innocence; he goes with her from city to city, 
escaping the private agent on her trail, until eventually Louis is forced to murder him. 
Destroyed by a guilt to which Julia is impervious, Louis is left with nothing-and Julia 
poisons him. Only then does she realize that she has killed the only thing she loved... 
Again an able characterization, an ironical study of crime- of certain appeal to those 
who liked the Vera Caspary books. The background is glamorous New Orleans. 


February 6 


Ciraci, Norma DETOUR Doubleday 
$2.75 

L'amour, full throb, in a hard-tender, bitter-sweet story of two women with 
parallel experiences,- Lu, a bar singer, and Ellen, a war bride. Lu is at dead end, and 
in flashback reviews the failure of her life,- the hopes of a career which ended in cheap 
jobs in cheap bars, the interlude with Rick, the empty brief marriage, too much drinking, 
a bitter affair. She sees Ellen facing equal emptiness, as her husband is reported miss- 
ing, her baby dies. Lu manages in time to salvage for Ellen something she never had, 
faith in herself to carry on. A first novel with a certain glamour buildup, which 
carries a kind of "double scotch" sentimentality. More popular than literary. 
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February 6 


Horan, Kenneth MAMA TOOK UP TRAVEL Gare: 
2000 
Further gallivanting in the slightly fictionized family life of the Inghams, 
as they take off for a tour of Europe. Papa's plans of investigating mail delivery in 
order to accumulate ammmition for his fight at home for extension of RFD suffer fre- 
quently as he is bemused by the graves of famous people, or by family squabbles over 
Aunt Melony's romanticism, or Aunt Sophie's championship of women's rights, or young 
Frankie's pursuit of actresses. But chiefly he is concerned over Eitel Friederich's 
pursuit of young Kathie- exciting to have a Kaiser's son in tow, but not acceptable to 
this Republican family. Formula following, with the usual surcharge of coy charm, 
labored cuteness. Nonetheless, the series marches on. Susanne Suba illustrations. 


Fenwick, Elizabeth THE LONG WING ete 
2675 

Light brush work for a family portrait which is delicate, but even so def- 
inite, as the intangibles of human relationships provide the substance for a novel per- 
haps too static for an average reading public. The story tells of the return to his 
mother's home of Malcolm, with his almost grown daughter, Nora, whose mother had been 
an alien in the family circle. Nora, shy, sensitive, is exposed for the first time to 
her grandmother, a decisive, dominant woman, and to vast numbers of relatives and the 
confinement of a family unit. Eventually, as her father stays on and on, Nora reaches 
a breaking point and for the first time asserts herself in the face of his arbitrary 
authority. An interesting psychological study of family liens, in shadowed contrast - 
for the discerning reader, in a novel of contemporary America. 


King-Hall, Magdalen THE LOVELY LyNcHsS 3/24 nha 
2075 

As Cleone Knox, Magdalen King-Hall wrote Diary of a Young Lady of Fashion- 
back in 1926; last year she published Life and Death of the Wicked Lady Skelton. Now 
comes another panel of 18th century history to explore. Here are the Irish beauties, 
Dorothea and Jenny, of Cabra House, Waterford, who follow Dublin conquests with tri- 
umphs in London, and through marriage become reigning hostesses. Jenny's jealous, 
cold husband drives her into another's arms; Dorothea shares her Charles with his 
actress mistress; both continue their royal progress in France. With Jemy's death 
Dorothea concentrates her love on ier daughter, only to lose her in the Reign of Terror, 
but she is herself able to return to safety in her husband's love and the careers of 
her remaining children....Genuine affection for the period and a feeling for young 
ladies of fashion characterize this credible, satin-backed historical romance, 


February 14 


Ferber, Edna 3 ONE BASKET: Thirty One Stories Simon & Schuster 
$3.50 
Originally scheduled for December publication these stories were reported:- 
"31 stories by a favorite story teller, previously published but still amazingly fresh. 
She herself has discarded those she felt 'dated' (the McChesney stories would, I suppose, 
seem old-fashioned today- but I missed them), She has arranged them in order of original 
publication, from 1915 to 1942, which adds to the value as a study of her development, 
and the introduction on short story writing and her experience in the field is supple- 
mented further by brief introductions to each story. With three exceptions, this collec-. 
tion shows Miss Ferber primarily as a creator of character sketches, rather than a spinner 
of tales. She choosdés people and situations that are elemental in their realism, and 
through that very quality strike an emotional chord. One might meet an Old Man Minnick 
at any moment; a boy like Nick in Afternoon of a Faun probably works on your car. The 
stories are skillfully done and make good reading, but they aren't straight pulp enter- 
tainment. On her name, they will outsell the average short story collection. 
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4 
February 7 
Myers, John Myers THE WILD YAZOO Dutton 
$3000 
. Good yarning- and a new setting for Myers, who is best known as the author of 


such tales of derring-do as The Harp and The Blade. This time the American frontier pro- 
vides his setting, a background not deeply felt sut vivid enough with its tumultous life, 
its crudities and its vitality. Against the story of the opening up of the wild Yazoo 
in the Mississippi Valley hinterlands, is the personal story of a young rake of Tidewater . 
Virginia, unaccustomed to putting his brain and brawn to useful ends, and of how the 
frontier made a man of him. Good entertainment though one has a feeling of having read 
such stories before (for example, Clifford Dowdey's Tidewater, published in 1942, had 
much the same theme and flavor). There's plenty of action, full measure of romance, 
reasonably good characterization. From Virginia to Natchez-under-the-Hill; off to the. 
wilderness as a surveyor, where new zest for life is found. There's good factual data 
on a little known phase of the opening up of a territory that later supplied bloody 
adventure. 


Idell, Albert Ep THE SEA IS WOMAN tf ae? Henry Holt 

; i $2.75 

The author of Centenntal Summer offers a more condensed, tightly plotted 

narrative in emphasizing and exploring human needs crying for fulfillment,as a converted 
transport carries on her international passenger list. Out of California via the Canal, 
in 1921, the third class passengers are confronted not only by the reverberations of the 
maritime strike, but by special privileges accorded the only first class passengers, a 
honeymoon couple. A swimming pool is erected only for their use while third class passen- 
gers swelter and resent the love play of the young couple. Cross sectioning of passengers, 
highlighting individual ones, throwing dissimilar personalities into close proximity 
through a hurricane, an unpleasant visit to Panama, and vagaries of tropical weather. 
Sympathy and understanding in somewhat sober vein. 


Lowry, Malcolm UNDER THE VOLCANO 2/!7 Reynal & Hitchcock 

$3.00 

Here's another alcoholic nightmare told against a throughly knowledgeable 

background of Mexico, the people and the customs. Geoffrey Firmin's crowded life the 
world around slowly cracks through drink; not even his marriage to Yvonne, loyal but 
loved by his step-brother, Hugh, can save him. She leaves to get a divorce, while 
Geoffrey finds sympathetic cronies and old friends to accompany him from one binge to 
another. Yvonne's return, just as Hugh is leaving, brings about a new high in Geoffrey's 
drinking, and a new low in his hangovers. In futile altercation with the local police, 
Geoffrey is killed. Through the three central characters, there is the Joycean outpour 
of consciousness, a diarrhoeatic total recall, in the search for the cause of their ree 
jection of life, in their rationalization of their self-portraits, in their knowledge 
of their griefs, despairs, bewilderment. Their casual, veiled conversations, wandering 
soul searchings, are highlighted against the Mexican setting, and the effect, sometimes 
with a brilliance, is a delirium of phantoms. For sophisticates. 


Nygaard, Norman E. DEgP ForEST 2 //0 Reynal & teh 
2000 

The jungle of Colombia, the simple, steadfast natives of the deep forest, at 
a time when the growing awareness of their exploitation and their rights extends over the 
countryside. In particular this is the story of Luis, man of peace and father of several 
children, who- though exposed to the revolutionary condict of the big city, returns to 
the forest determined to accomplish enlightenment for his village by quieter measures. 
With his brother, Luis is robbed in the city when they go to market their goods; he has 
trouble with the police, the politicos, the military, and in particular with his eneny, . 
Chief Montero. When his brother is killed, his nephew taken, Luis swears revenge, only 
to be held guilty- though actually imocent- when Montero is killed. After five years, 
he returns, a hero. Distinguished by simplicity, sympathy. Limited in appeal. 
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Hobson, Laura Ze GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT Simon & mee 
2075 
* An original approach to the problem of anti-semitism ~ a deliberate creation 
of circumstances which would provoke spontaneous evidences in normal intercourse,- as a 
feature writer, newly come to New York, allows himself to be known as a Jew for enough 
time to provide within himself a sounding board. As in Focus the assumption is enough; 
nobody goes behind the false front to the truth. And in the weeks allotted, he is a 
Jew sensing all the slurs, the slights, the veiled- and open- insults, the discrimination, 
the little things that make up the big whole that is the essence of anti-semitism. He 
finds it everywhere, even in the woman he loves. He finds a few- a very few- able to 
face reality, to play square, to live tolerance. It is a good story=- and a good sermon, 
too. It hasn't the detachment from propaganda that made farth and High Heaven better 
then any other contemporary approach to the problem. But it stands well to the fore- 
front of a battle in which we are all a part. A second novel by the author of The Tres- 
passers. Again a book where indignation speaks out. Serialized in Cosmopolitan. 


POCKETFUL OF CRIMES + Mysteries & Westerns 
January 28 


Overholser, Wayne D. BUCKAROO'S CODE pg 
2.50 
* Postponed from October and reported as follows:=- “Open season in Oregon as 
Cotton Drennan, cowhandling on Jackson Malloy's ranch, wonders over the ommipresence of 
a crew of gunmen, the killing of a man and his wife, and aligns himself with homesteader 
Flagg and his daughter, June, whom Malloy is attempting to oust. With Malloy's decision 
to sell out to railroad magnate Abernathy, Cotton is on to Abernathy's imposture, avoids 
a frame when Malloy is killed, and returns to clean sweep the range. Superior western. 


January 29 

, Aup (AAA rok 

Whelton, Paul ANGELS ARE PAINTED FAIR 
$2.50 
Garry Dean, Belle City newspaperman, strikes it hot as he holds out for murder, 

not suicide, in the death of a wealthy wool mn. Dean draws enough blanks to be called 
off the case, continues on his own, gets it on ice as he uncovers slick badger games, 
and pins the crimes where they hurt. Cocky. 


Colter, Eli CHEER FOR THE DEAD Mo Se Mill 
$2.50 
Accidental death proved to be murder by private detective Campbell, who carries 
on his search for the dead man's daughter by his first marriage. Campbell is successful, 
is faced by tangled inheritance problems, and the killing of the second daughter... At 
the isolated ranch house, Campbell at long last shuffles out a pat deal. 


Iams, Jack THE BODY KiSSED THE BOAT Mor row 
$2.50 
In new vein for humorist Iams- this is high-handed and often high-spirited 
doings of the American Consulate in Brazzaville, Equatorial Africa, as well-hated Con- 
sul Mallory is found dead in a gorilla's cage. His young assistant, in trying to keep 
peace with Washington, the British, the French and the substitute Consul, gets dizzier 
when an FBI investigator is killed, but manages to unwind when infiltration plots and 
characters are unmasked. Gay. 


- 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) for January 


Coles, Manning = DRINK TO YESTERDAY Daly, Elizabeth - DEADLY NIGHTSHADE 
Cunningham, Eugene - PISTOL PASSPORT Steinbeck, John - CANNERY ROW 


GARDEN CITY BOOKS - for January 6th 


Blakiston Specials 
Smith, H. Allen - DESERT ISLAND DECAMERON - $1.49 


Sun Dial (Each $1.00) 
Chase, Ilka - I LOVE MISS TILLI BEAN du Maurier, Daphne - THE KING'S GENERAL (1/20) 


Triangle. Books (Each $.49) 


Clarke, Donald H. = REGARDS TO BROADWAY Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CASE OF THE 
Norris, Kathleen - LOVE CALLS THE TUNE COUNTERFEIT EYE 


PENGUIN BOOKS (Each $.25) for January 


Conrad, Joseph - ALMAYER'S FOLLY Ferber, Edna = SARATOGA TRUNK . 
Culbertson, Ely - CONTRACT BRIDGE FOR EVERYONE Gruber, Frank - THE SILVER JACKASS 


POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) for January 


Du Maurier, Daphne - FRENCHMAN'S CREEK Leacock, Stephen - LAUGH WITH LEACOCK 


Gardner, Erle S. = THE CASE OF THE Quentin, Patrick = PUZZLE FOR PUPPETS 
BAITED HOOK Russell, John - THE LOST GOD AND OTHER 
Hull, Richard = MURDER OF MY AUNT ADVENTURE STORIES 


WORLD BOOKS - for January 


Forum Books (Each $1.00) 


de Maupassant, Guy - BEL AMI Ferber, Edna = SO BIG 
Wright, Richard - BLACK BOY 
! 
Odd Price 
Clark & Lieber - Eds. - GREAT SHORT Mystery Story Writers of America, Inc. 
STORIES OF THE WORLD - $1.98 MURDER CAVALCADE - $1.49 / 


Tower Books (Each $.49) 


Bailey, Temple - THE BLUE CLOAK Ferber, Edna = DAWN O'HARA 
Fast, Howard - FREEDOM ROAD Maugham, W. Somerset - ASHENDEN 
Steinbeck, John - IN DUBIOUS BATTLE 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - All 


No sure sellers in the lot - though four titles deserve special attention and offer 
real possibilities. Pearl Buck's HOW IT HAPPENS (John Day) continues a sertes of 
dialogues, this one deals with Germany; Richard Lauterbach has written a revealing 
book entitled THROUGH RUSSIA'S BACK DOOR (Harper); Robert Aura Smith's DIVIDED INDIA 
(Whittlesey) ts an important survey of one of the big question mark areas; Henry C. 
Link's admirers will welcome his THE REDISCOVERY OF MORALS (Dutton). Note reports. 


becember—2? 24 //7 

Wolf, Bill REVERIES OF AN OUTDOOR MAN Putnam 

| Limited- $7.50 
* The author of this delightful sportsman's autobiography is Outdoor Editor of 
the Philadelphia Record, contributor to Sports Afield, Colliers, etc. He has the rare 
faculty of making his readers feel as if they were sharing his experiences. From boy= 
hood memories of learning to know the out-of-doors with his grandfather, he goes to 
mature delights, as he fishes all sorts of streams, and pools and lakes, as he shoots 
small game. His charm lies not in the adventure itself, but in the spirit of outdoors, 
the pull of the fish, the flight of birds, the sight, sound, taste, smell of the out of 
doors. He makes his companions live for youe He has himself a delightfully contrary 
streak; he gets as mech fun out of his failures as out of his successes. A perfect 
gift for anyone who likes to relive his owm sporting days. Full of quiet humor, good 
story telling, and generous sharing of working knowledge... The Limited is being pub- 
lished in December- colored frontis- special format. Trade edition - indefinite. 


January 2 


Buck, Pearl &. HOW IT HAPPENS John Day 
$3.00 
This is @ companion volume to Talk About Russia With Masha Scott, published 
last year. There's valuable and interesting material- a survey of the years that sowed 
the seeds of Nazism, done in the form of successive conversations with Erna von Pustau, 
a girl of the upper middle classes whose own family was rent from within by the infiltra- 
tion of anti-Jew, anti-Catholic, and anti-British convictions. Through these "conversa- 
tions", in which Mrs. Buck asks leading questions and the girl talks freely and at length, 
the reader gets a picture of what it was like to grow up in years that brought war and 
civil disorders and the overthrow of one government and then of another and another - 
then inflation, tinder to the flame of anti-Semitism, fuel to the fire of Hitlerism - 
and finally, in 1933, Hitler in the saddle and Nazism absorbing the passions, the emo- 
tions of the Germans. ‘he form in which the material is put is- for some- a stumbling 
block to reading what, in substance, is provocative and interesting. The purpose is to 
"learn how it happened so it can never happen again". ; 


January 3 


Brophy, Loire THERE'S PLENTY OF ROOM AT THE TOP Simon & Schuster 
: . $2250 

Postponed from its December date - reported Oct. 1 as follows:- "The author's 
years of experience as advisor to many of the country's outstanding corporations and to 
many executives in all types of positions, Loire Brophy gives a deep insight into the 
inner workings of successful business and into the minds and hearts of executives on the 
way up (and perhaps on the way out, as well). This is worth a lot to junior executives 
and to those in highly responsible positions, for she indicates many of the pitfalls in 
certain types of jobs in relation to top management. The author presents cold hard facts 
on how to act in considering new jobs, what obstacles to expect and how to overcome them 
when on the job. She discusses fearlessly what many executives must face inioffice poli- 
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tics, family relationships in business, executive intrigue. She tells management how to 
select executives and how to handle them to bring out their best. Full of information for 
the executive who wants to know how to gain cooperation and confidence of other executives, 
how to conserve health and peace of mind, how to use ability to the utmost. She discusses 
the values of staff meetings and business conferences; when to write and when to phone. 

We know of no book published in the last ten years containing more wisdom for budding ex- 
ecutives. Some may find it crudely forthright, but it packs a punch."...Good for voca- 
tional shelves- for college libraries- for veterans' reference shelves, etc. 


January 8 


Hansen, Alvin H. ECONOMIC POLICY AND FULL EMPLOYMENT Whittlesey 
$3.00 
Another book postponed - originally reported as follows:- "A Harvard economist, 
author of America's Role in the World kconomy, here discusses the necessity for long range 
planning to achieve high levels of employment and production. This one is not for general 
consumption; a pretty sound background in economics would seem to be a prerequisite for 
reading this book, but it should be of excellent value as a reference book for colleges 
and for libraries. There's a discussion of a full employment program of various countries,- 
Canada, Britain, Australia, Sweden, for instance- and a discussion of’ plans and actual laws 
and advances made here in the United States. For the general reader, probably the most 
interesting part of the book will be the appendices. Here he discusses the reputation of 
Hayek's Road to Serfdom; there are notes on Terborgh's he Bogey of Economic Maturity; 
praise for Wallace's Sixty Million Jobs; a discussion of the employment act of 1946; and 
a final chapter on inflation written by Hansen himself." Provocative reading. 


January 9 


Feis, Herbert SEEN FROM E.A.: Three International Episodes Knopf 
$2075 

The patterned narrative approach to three specific phases revealing the isolation, 
lassitude, immaturity of American inter-war diplomacy, in our search for national security. 
These fragments of history,- our efforts to stockpile rubber; our diplomatic entanglements 
in securing oil reserves in the Middle East; the dissolution of collective security in the 
Italo-Abyssinian affair, are specifically cited as significant in our downward path toward 
World War II. Speaking as Economic Advisor to the State Department, Feis has access to 
inside information for an analytical, informative report on events past. Chiefly of docu- 
mentary value. 


Lumpkin, Katharine Du Pre THE MAKING OF A SOUTHERNER Knopf 
$3.00 

An autobiographical account of the inherited indoctrination of a southerner, and 
the forces- in today's world- which were to upset almost impregnable beliefs and tenets. 
Returning to her great grandfather's time in @glethorpe, Georgia, here is a picture of 
slavery and bondage when Negroes were bought and sold,and where her great grandfather con- 
ducted a large slave plantation. Then the Civil War, in which her father, then a boy, was 
a courier; the aftermath of that war which left the country poor, its economy broken, the 
aristocracy unreconstructed and determined to transfer to their children the "lost cause" 
and the changeless code of white supremacy and black inferiority. With the world war, she 
found herself no longer at home with her old heritage; a trip North- the return to the 
South- brought further cognizance of the Negro problem that was no longer "innate" and 
"inevitable" of the Negro's low wages, poor job opportunities, inadequate schooling. A 
highly personal approach to social issues which may be read by a market which would auto- 
matically ignore more scholarly, didactic material. 
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Tannenbaum, Frank SLAVE AND CITIZEN ogg 
2200 


Subtitled "The Negro in the Americas", this falls into the category of reference 
books in a brief but documentarily detailed account of the Negro and his social, economic 
and legal position from the days of the slave trade, the white man's purgatory. Stressed 
is the contrast between the Negro's activities, and advancement, in South American and 
North America. In Latin America manumission was encouraged and once freed the Negro was 
a free man, took an active part in the cultural as well as the industrial life. In North 
America, where manumission was opposed, it took a war to achieve freedom, and the Negro 
has still to acquire a moral personality as well as a legal status, the human recognition 
he deserves. With basic source material, this makes its contribution to the growing 


library of background study. 


Minch, Anne ESSAY ON MARRIAGE mee ar 
3 

An analysis of modern marriage written in rhymed couplets similar to those of 
Pope's fssay on Man, This is a bright, witty and shrewd little work, technically skill- 
ful, occasionally lyrically beautiful, and only marred by a perhaps too modernly Freudian 
point of view. However, the touch is lights; and if never profound, it makes for a bit of 
rational and amusing reading. As Shapiro's fssay on Rime aroused mch enthusiasm last 
year, this slighter and lesser work on an even more difficult subject (but again in essay 
style) should appeal to readers seeking material out of the ordinary groove. It has 


pith and brevity. 
January 13 


Look-Rditors of OIL FOR VICTORY kana a: 
3o 

The story- in text and picturese of a great industry which was perhaps as large 
a factor as any other one thing in victory. Planes, tanks, ships, all depended for life 
on oil; medicines, insecticides, and countless other products needing oil for basic con 
tent. Facts and figures of production; dramatic bits about distribution to the farflung 
battle fronts; danger, imagination, and sheer hard work and courage produced and dis- 
tributed oil where and when needed. The book is primarily a picture book; the text is 
- factual, skirting political considerations - which would have been inflammatory and con- 
troversial, but seem a vital phase today, possibly justifiably omitted in a book of this 
sorte Credits indicate source of material to be largely industrial. An index gives 
the book plus value for library use. 


January x AT] 


Johnson, Walter- Ed. SELECTED LETTERS OF WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE 1899-1943 Pass 
“$3275 

. Originally reported for November publication as follows:- "Frankly, this is a 
disappcinting collection, although letter writing was a fine art with William Allen White. 
Characteristic of the man, colorful and poignant language at times, straight from the 
shoulder, frank, terse or expansive as occasion warranted, these letters represent a 
broad selection from a tremendous file of letters written to business friends, politi- 
cal and literary associates, occasional headliners in various fields = but there are 
disappointingly few personal letters. The letters go back to when the writer was 31, 
and already he had been editor of the Emporia Gazette for four years, and they go up 
to the time of his death. There is evidence, through these letters, of many aspects of 
ea changing America over forty years, but not as much of White, the man, as one would wish, 
and almost nothing of his close personal life. Walter Johnson is working on a biography 
to appear in 1947." 
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January 21 


MacIver, Ro Mo THE WEB OF GOVERNMENT mer 
#5000 

Twice postponed, this is not scheduled for Jan. 21. Reported as follows:- "An 
abstract, highly intellectual analysis of government in terms of its techniques, its de- 
vices and skills, its myths, its value-impregnated beliefs. MacIver sees the rudiments 
of government as found in the family and its myth of authority. The present day state, 
in its complexity of myths, must base its authority on a unity of diversity,- diversi- 
ties of class, religion, race, ideals, etc. These multigroup societies are the major 
condition of democracy. The author's thesis is that cultural myths mold government and 
that democratic freedom and cultural freedom go hand in hand. Here is an exhaustive 
study of democracy and dictatorship - philosophical, anthropological, inclusive inter- 
pretation of the function of government. . 


January 22 ee 


Batchelder, Marjorie THE PUPPET THEATRE HANDBOOK Harper 
$3.75 


This is designed for serious advocates of the puppet theatre,- professionals 


in the history of drama. The main body of the text takes up in progression the uses to 
which puppet shows can be- and are- put (entertainment, education, rehabilitation, group 


recreation with psychoneurotics, and so on). There is suggestion too of the potentials 


for advertising, moving pictures, television. Next, planning and promoting of puppet 
showse and what are the essential factors of a good show.. Then construction- types of 


puppets- costumes- accessories; stages- scenery- lighting- furniture- off stage effects; 


playwriting and adaptation for the puppet theatre; production and direction- manipulation- 
voicese musice and hints on achieving the professional level. There is an excellent 


bibliography. Illustrated. 


a 


Lauterbach, Richard E. THROUGH RUSSIA'S BACK DOOR 2z/< Harper 
| $2075 
* Of his own book Mr. Lauterbach saysse "This is an apologia for Russia only in 


the sense that it is a plea for us to examine our own sins as well as Russia's", And in 
the course of his text he is frankly critical on many scores- basing many of his state~ 
ments as to controlled press, delivoerate propaganda methods, failures to measure up to 
promises made to the people and so on on actual conversations and discussions with Russ- 
ian travelers on the long trans-Siberian journey from Vladivostok to Moscow. Two thirds 
of his book is devoted to this trip, a trip which gave hima chance to get behind the 
window dressing to the facts of post-war shortages, needs, problems, as he talked and 
listened. The last section touches briefly on his stay in Moscow and then goes on to 
summarize the conditions he found:- a staggering problem of destruction to overcome, a 
housing shortage that makes ours negligible, shortages of food, of clothing, of necessi- 
ties as well as luxuries. But always he found an eager determination to follow the line 
laid down; there was no break in the devotion to the basic tenets of the Soviet form of 
government. There was plenty of criticism of the failures of the democracies; much of 
the data was government fed- and misrepresented facts (which- as he says- is not con- 
fined to the Russian press). Here is no disillusionment on the part of the author of 
These Are the Russians. Simply, here is a realistic picture, in human terms, of a 
Russia, drained, depleted, unready for any thought of war. Only- says Lauterbach- if 
Russia were attacked could Russia's leaders force the Russian people into war. 
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Smith, Robert Aura DIVIDED INDIA Whittlesey 


$3.00 v 
Scheduled for November publication and reported in October as follows:- 
“ "Our Future In Asta" (Viking) brought to many readers the first full realization of 
the dynamic potentials of the situation in the Orient. Now comes this book on the 
great question mark of India. It is an informative, objective book, with little co in- 
dicate any bias, one way or the other, which gives it a clarity, a sanity that is heart- 
ening (but that does not make it as challenging reading as a more emotional approach 
might do)e He emphasizes the necessity of accepting the Asiatic insistence on change, 
a government of their own choosing and making. He traces the history of Britain in 
India,- the first period of aggrandizement, the second period of India as a gigantic. 
market, gradually changing over into a center of production in the third period, and 
finally, the impetus of the war, at the end of which India is a creditor nation. 
Britain is justifiably fearful of a political vacuum and chaos, opening the door to 
Russian intervention. He summarizes the fixtures in point of view - the British mst 
get out; the Hindus and the Muslims must be recognized as different nations; some guar- 
antee must be given the princes; agreement must precede the constitution. He feels that 
Americans oversimplify the problems by drawing comparison with the Philippines where 
there is greater homogeneity. He shows the causes for mistrust of the British and the 
reverse. He reviews the economic and sociological conditions, and the philosophical 
and political divisions that emphasize the splits. The final chapters deal with the 
progressive steps to compromise and the final plan of operation arrived at by Lord 
Wavell and the British Cabinet mission, and- at long last- considered with reservations 
by the Indian leaders. An important and valuable book."...Note:- I have not seen the 
final chapter which, possibly, was revised to bring things up to date on the two months 


that have elapsed. 


January 23 


Beerbohm, Max MAINLY ON THE AI? Knopf 
: $2.00 

Talks originally given on the air, now translated into short essays in print, 
represent the ancien regime of classical charm and quiet wit, nostalgic and leisurely 
remembrance. The essays concern en expatriate's retum to his country (primarily during 
the war years when he was obliged to leave Italy)- revisitation of London, a London cos- 
mopolitized, democratised, commercialised, mechanised and vulgarized; a city where speed, 
the modern fetish, is also the modern curse; where Bloomsbury, another affection, has 
been lost along with the top hat. Here also are pieces about the music hall msic of 
forty years ago, sbout pleygoing, about the charm of windows, the romance of the Einstein 
theory, and his moral and aesthetic indignation over advertising...Incidentalia, in grace- 
ful form. One questions his present-day public, this side of the water. 


Brogan, De We FRENCH PERSONALITIES AND PROBLEMS Knopf 
$3.00 
The author of several outstanding studies of national history, traits and char- 
acter, here presents again a very knowledgeable study clarifying ideologies and events in 
simple terms. This is not quite so integrated as The English People. It is a sequence of 
reviews and essays dealing with French individuals and issues, social, political and 
literary» Among the literary figures are Dumas, Tocqueville, Proust, as a social his- 
torian; among the politico-literary are Charles Maurras, and his doctrine of national- 
ism which was to a great extent responsible for the disunion of France; Bainville, his 
opponent; Daudet, who shared the onus of his country's schism with Meurras. Personali- 
ties of the present profiled here are DeGaulle, Darlan; issues range from the question 
of political Masonry, the French Revolution and the birth of a modern France, to the 
France of 1940, the France after surrender, the France today, and her significance in 
the peaceful re-ordering and re-organization of Europe. 
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Jenuary 25 


Hoare, Sir Samuel COMPLACENT DICTATOR Knopf 
$3.50 
* A first volume of memoirs, that tells with patience, charm, understanding and 


amazing clarity of the strategic special mission to Spain as British Ambassador. From 
letters and daily notes kept during those years he tells of the efforts to keep Spain 
neutral, to prevent Axis domination of the peninsula, to try to break through the machin- 
ery of censorship so that news of Allied progress would come through. From 1940 to the 
German capitulation, Hoare was to deal with four Foreign Ministers, two pro-Axis and 
definitely anti-British, the other two of real assistance to him in his work; he was to 
sweat through the early years of German victories which bolstered Franco's belief in 
their invincibility. Through economic bargaining, through truth about German defeats, 
through crisis after crisis until political and military prestige was achieved, Hoare 
worked against time to prevent the drift toward the Axis. Here we see Franco and his 
obscure motivations, the Falange and its bullying corruptness, the stream of refugees 
and prisoners of war, Spanish starvation, the tense days of the riot on the British 
Embassy in Madrid in 1941, the influence of France, Italy, Russia. Illuminating, clear- 
ly thought out estimates end appraisals, this reads as personal history at its best. 
eeeBbven if one is at odds with the British position in relation to Spain, Hoare's pre- 
sentation of it is masterly. And good reading. We look forward to its sequel with joy. 


Heilperin, Michael A. THE TRADE OF NATIONS Knopf 
$3.00 
An economist propounds, in scholarly, convincing terms for the laymen, the 
doctrine of economic internationalism and the position America must assume in reshaping 
world economy. The world goal of economic stability and political peace, the author 
believes, is contingent on domestic free enterprise geared for prosperity and active 
participation in world trade by promoting mltilateral trade agreements and inter- 
national control of the business cycle. Noting striking historical parallels, Dro 
Heilperin points out that economic internationalism faces the new obstacle of collect- 
ivist nationalism and shows the way to economic peace in existing and new international 
economic organizations. In reshaping the world economy, the author asserts, Germany | 
must be decentralized, stripping her of the Ruhr, the Rhineland and the Saar; Great 
Britain must be restored to a durable balance-of-payment equilibrium, and we must con- 
duct relations with Russia within the framework of UN and of economic organizations. 
A learned, controversial view of America's place in postwar international economic 
relations. : 


Shoson (Kenneth Yasuda) A PEPPER POD Knopf 
$2075 

This is a large collection of Japanese “haiku"=- or seventeen syllable verse 

pictures translated by a Japenese-American. Without knowing the original language it 

is impossible to say exactly, but the impression is that the author's knowledge of both 

Japanese and English have enabled him to render extremely fine and satisfying transla-~ 

tions of these little "versegrams" as he calls them. At eny rate, he succeeds in offer- 

ing many small poems with the extreme delicacy and poignancy which one has come to 

associate with this type of Japanese art. John Gould Fletcher has written a warm in- 

troduction and the author himself has contributed a rather pretentious and solemn pre- 

face full of propaganda for this verse form, which succeeds only in emphasizing the 

essential meagreness even while one admires the authors for doing much with little. 

All interested in Japanese art and especially poetry=- closely allied to painting- 

will find these haiku charming. Limited appeal. 
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Herron, Edward A. ALASKA- LAND OF TOMORROW ee 

A background book for the inevitable and pending northward migration boom 
towards one of the last frontiers, Following a route by seasons, this book takes one 
journeying from Seattle to Sitka, Ketchikan, Kanae Peninsula, Matanuska, the Aleutians, 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau. Here are words of caution, combined with reasonably tem- 
perate booster claims, about the possibility of making a living and establishing a 
family in this country- a balance of the advantages against the disadvantages, an in- 
sistence on “taking a look" before dropping an old life in the States. The fishing, 
mining, farming; the means of travel; health and education; governmental problems ; 
stories of those who have come to stay- and those who have gone back home, A picture 
of the place that maintains the magnetic pull while its purpose in warning is never 
lost sight of.... In the Far West and Northwest there is an omivorous appetite for 
books about Alaska, With time and space fast shrinking, that interest will spread, 
This meets a real need, Excellent library item, 
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Aubry, Octave THE PRIVATE LIFE OF NAPOLEON ee ce 
3 5.00 

A character biography- rather than a professional biography, which concen- 
trates on the importance of his development, sentiments, personal considerations as 
they influenced his career, his public actions, The never ending interest in a tre- 
mendous world figure will find this covers his varied and tumltuous life in personal 
terms, emphasizes his magnificent qualities as well as indicating his failings, that 
it throws considerable light on his personal and private life, From his backgrounds 
in Corsica, with the indignities of poverty, through his Army training, his ambition 
for advancing the family fortunes, this gives credit to youthful daring. The milestone 
of his marriage to Josephine, her career in infidelity, the disaster of their child- 
lessness, family quarrels, the unhappiness in divorce, the ecstasy. of fatherhood, the 
grim defeate, the tragic last days. Voluminous daily life that never denies force of 
character - behind the scenes, bedroom scenes, gossip value, This supplements and 
rounds out some of Aubry's earlier books on different aspects of Napoleon, 
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Aswell, James R.-£d. HERITAGE~-OF AMERICAN HUMOR Harper 
$3.75. 

This is interesting evidence of the longevity of humor regardless of associa- 
tion with famous names; actually, a majority of the inclusions in this anthology of 
early and native American humor spring for anonymous sources, or from sources relatively 
unknown, From the American Revolution to the '90's hamor was untrammeled by the censor- 
ship of the literary clique, Reward lay in the zest of the writing- not in financial 
return, until Mark Twain proved that humor paid dividends. Periodicals and news sheets 
were the main outlets, and the material- chiefly brief, pungent pieces, reflect a folk 
quality, a regional flavor, that richly rewards the herculean task of bringing it to 
light again. Josh Billings- Artemis Ward- Bill Nye, these were names familiar in 
history of humor, but Mr. Aswell had enriched our background by adding many choice bits 
from less obvious sources, Illustrated by Leo Hershfield, 


Harlow, Rex F, & Black, Marvin M. PRACTICAL PUBLIC RELATIONS I] ire Harper 50 
; 7? at 
A thoroughly sincere book on public relations, The authors do a good job 
of explaining the proper functions of public relations, its place in business, how it 
fite into the various phases of businese such as personnel, sales, publicity, labor, 
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relations with the consumer, the commnity, government, etc, A comprehensive book 
that deals with various phases of the public relations job and give some good examples 


of how to deal with employers, boards of directors, stockholders, the press, radio, 

the public, The book is ‘unduly long. The authors have enough to contribute themselves 
not to need such extensive quoting from other writers in the field as they have done; 
it tends to make the text seem padded, Good bibliography for executives. 








































February 5 i 


Ilundberg, George A. CAN SCIENCE SAVE US? Longmans ,Green 
Paper $1,00 - Cloth $1.75 _ 

An essay and argument for science in human affairs, that advocates a real 
social science to complement the physical sciences, First exploring the characteris- 
tics of the times, and their bearing on the current social predicament, this then 
progresses into an examination of scientific knowledge as relevant to world organiza- 
tion, of education necessary for that advance, of the costs and requirements of such 
scientific training...A pedagogic Comgeaene in general, theoretic terms, 


Relenan-ate 3/ /7 


Le Corbusier WHEN THE CATHEDRALS WERE WHITE Reynal & ee 

3.00 

Postponed from November dating, Reported in October as follows:- “The 

famous French architect and painter is here as part of the French Mission on Cultural 
Relations, helping in selection of a site for the United Nations, while at home he is 
chief architect of the Ministry of Reconstruction, His work is international, and the 
translation of this impressionistic and somewhat mystical memoir of his American tour 
of 1936, gives substance to the dream of a reborn New York, His view of America, in 
terms of architecture, city planning, mesic, art, seems almost prophetic and often 
timely. He eulogizes such divergent expressions as Washington and Brooklyn's bridges, 
the Grand Central station, Vassar College, Princeton, Wall Street, but New York in 
the main comes under censor for its contradictions, its inadequacies, He envisions it 
rebuilt as “the Radiant City” and outlines in clearcut terms his dream of traffic con- 
gestion eliminated, no slums, no wastelands - a city which would be a voluble, dedi- 
cated stake in the future," 


February 77 
Link, Henry C. THE REDISCOVERY OF MORALS Dutton © 
| With Special Reference to Race and Class Conflict $2 50 


The tremendous popularity of Henry Link's Return to Religion will provide an 
expectant market for this new book, which concerns itself with a present in which there 
is no social harmony, but mich racial tension and class warfare, A time, too, when 
scientific principles have been developed, moral principles neglected. Here are the 
facts about race discrimination, facts which prove the Negroes and whites equal in in- 
telligence, but which disproves the importance of intelligence in contradiction to per- 

lity and character values. Class warfare persists, with rich set against poor, em- 
ployer against worker - while legislation, mech of it well-meaning, such as FEPC, often 
inflames and widens the schism, Link places the emphasis for a more harmonious social 
structure on a program which will stress people as people, and not races or classes; on 
a type of education which will be not only intellectual, but moral as well, and possibly 
religious, Link has a faculty for reducing complexities to simple terms and thus cutting 
through to the level of understanding of the average reader. Perhaps he can get over 
some ideas to which many are impervious. 
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Wilson, Charles Morrow EMPIRE IN GREEN AND GOLD | Pago 

Another institutional biography- this is the story of the development of 
banana agriculture in Central America and the Carribean from the early days of bar- 
tering by Cape Cod skippers to the highly organized monopoly of the United Fruit 
Company. From a primitive and hazardous start a century ago, the banana trade was 
given ite first impetus by Minor Keith primarily in order to develop his railroad in- 
terests in Central America. Then came Captain Lorenzo Baker's exploitation of bananas 
as a profitable cargo for his Yankee ships and Andrew Preston's Boston Fruit (later 
United Fruit Company),- its standardizing, planning, foreign investment, expansion, 
scientific developments which have made bananas a common fruit on American tables. An 
extensive pedestrian work, of limited interest to a defined field, 


A Few Last Minute Arrivals 


Untermeyer, Louis- fd. THE AMERICAN SPIRIT American Artists Group 
Meller, Hans Alexander AMERICAN FARMS Each $2.00 
American Society of THESE UNITED STATES : 
Magazine Photographers 

These three I have seen, The first has decorations in two color by Raymond 
Baxter Dowden, and the text is comprised of a collection of quotations attesting our 
faith, credos, mottoes, concepts that have been made a part of every school child's 
knowledge. The engagement sheets are arranged in conventional fashion, one page to 
each week of the year,., AMERICAN FARMS is the most appealing of the three, with lovely 
wood engravings in color, twelve full pages, and decorative spot headings topping each 
calendar....THESE UNITED STATES opens up, a very impractical format, as it cannot be 
hung - with ite spiral binding- and woulda take too mech space if left open on a desk. 
Some of the photographs are stunning; the reproduction in many cases leaves mch to be 
desired, Some thirty odd photographers are represented. 


The American Artists Group has four other calendars which I have not seen:- THE CAL- 
ENDAR OF CONTEMPORARY ART, AFLOAT AND ASHORE, A WORLD OF HORSES, DOGS. 


FAMOUS DUTCH PAINTINGS patties 
. 00 
Another calendar and engagement book for 1947, made up of beautiful half tone 
reproductions of fifty four paintings from the collection of 17th century Dutch masters 
in an Amsterdam meeun, : 


Lariar, Lawrence- fd. - BEST CARTOONS OF THE YEAR 1946 Crown 
$2.00 
This met be an off year for cartoons, 400 of them, chosen by the ‘cartoon- 
ists from Colliers, SEP, Liberty, This Week, etc, And the laugh meter would- judging 
from unofficial tests at hand- show a low rating of entertainment value, 


Look- Editors .of THE SANTA FE TRAIL a ae oe 
3.50 

One of the three great trails to the West is the one that opened up our 
southwest, the Santa Fe Trail. This is its story- a story of adventure and pioneering, 
of explorers, of mining prospectors, of settlers, of gamblers and ruffians, of riff- 
raff and of men and women of vision and imagination and courage. Chiefly this is a 
picture book, There are reproductions of crude contemporary drawings, engravings, 
posters; there are fine modern photographs, The text traces the story from Indian 
trails to highways and steel rails, There are over 250 illustrations, 


Announcing- reissue of THE NEW YORK CITY GUIDE Random House 
American Guide Series - published 1939- now again available, $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward McCann 
Baker, Fe- BEFORE I GO HENCE~ definite date 1/6 
Chapel, C.B.- THE GUN COLLECTOR'S HANDBOOK OF VALUES- definite date 1/20 
Yates, E.- NEARBY- definite date 1/6 
John Day 
Coomaraswamy, A.Ko= AMI MY BROTHER'S KEEPER- from 12/? to 1/23- price 
from $2.50 to $2.00 


Doubleday 
Free, M.- ALL ABOUT HOUSE PLANTS- from 11/21 to 12/12 
Gruskin, A.-'fd.- PAINTING IN THE U.S.A.- from 11/27 to 12/2 


Kolodin, Ie=- NEW GUIDE TO RECORDE) MUSIC- from 11/27 to 12/2. Price from 


$4.00 to $3.50 

Oman, Carola~ NELSON from 12/? to 12/5 

Tarkington, Boothe THE SHOW PIECE price from $2.50 to $2.00 
Harper 

Mitchell, Ronald~ DESIGN FOR NOVEMBER= from 1/22 to fall, 1947 
Macmillan 

Brink, Carole HARPS IN THE WIND- from 12/3 to 3/4 

Carroll, R. & Le- THE FLYING HOUSE (J)- from 11/12 to 12/10 

Duckett, E.S.- ANGLO SAXON SAINTS AND SCHOLARS- from 12/10 to 12/17 


Fallow, Wee THE MODERN PARENT AND THE TEACHING STATE- from 11/26 to 1/14 


Greer, Guy- YOUR CITY TOMORROW- from a to 2/25 
Harbage, A.- AS THEY LIKED IT- from 1/14 to 2/4 
Hess, Fjerile FLY AWAY HOME (J)- from 11/12 to 2/18 
Lomax, JeAe= ADVENTURES OF A BALLAD HUNTER- from 1/21 to 2/25 
MacIver, R.M.- THE WEB OF GOVERNMENT- from 12/3 to 1/21 
McLaverty, Mo- IN THIS THY DAY= from 11/26 to 2/25 
Michener, JeA.- TALES OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC- from 11/19 to 1/28 
Plomer, We-gd.- KLIVERT'S DIARY- from 12/3 to 2/18 
Punshon, E.R.- IT MIGHT LEAD ANYWHERE- from 1/7 to 1/28 
Tate, GoHeH»- MAMMALS OF EASTERN ASIA- definite date 3/4 
Tomlinson, H.M.- THE TURN OF THE TIDE- from 12/3 to ny 
Wood, GsL.- AUSTRALIA- from 12/10 to 2/25 
Woodward, CoVo- THE BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF- from 1/21 to 2/4 
Random House 


Andrezel, P.- THE ANGELIC AVENGERS. definite date 1/3. Price from $2.75 to 


$3.00 
Hauser, Marianne- DARK DOMINION- definite date 1/3 
Hungerford, E.- MEN OF ERIE- from 11/26 to 12/6 


Kent, Do= A KNIFE IS SILENT- definite date 1/10. Price from $2.00 to $250 


Logan, Milla» BRING ALONG LAUGHTER- definite date uae 


Reilly, Helen- THE SILVER LEOPARD= definite date 1/3. Price from $2.00 to 


$2.50 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Le Corbusier- WHEN THE CATHEDRALS WERE WHITE- from 11/? to 2/10 


Simon & Schuster 


Brophy, Le- THERE'S PLENTY OF ROOM AT THE TOP= from 12/7 to 1/3. From a2560 
. to $2.50 


Cox, JoMo= THE JOURNEY THROUGH MY YEARS- postponed to 12/. Price from $5.00 
to $4,50 

Dodge, David- IT AIN'T HAY- postponed to 12/13 

Ferber, Edna- Title from BEST SHORT STORIES to ONE BASKET. Date from 12/2 

to 2/14. Price from $3.00 to $3.50 

Finnegan, Ro- THE BANDAGED NUDE- from 12/13 to 3/14 

Hodgins, Eric- MR. BLANDINGS BUILDS HIS DREAM HOUSE- definite date 12/30 

Seaver, E.-&d.- CROSS SECTION- from 1/2 to 1/6 






581 
570 
559 


584 


512 
445 


564 
288 
580 © 


079 


375 
585 
499 
549 
569 
570 
457 
585 
450 
549 
464 
049 
561 


378 
479 
515 
585 


554 
559 
910 
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570 
561 


535 
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3579 
437. 
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556 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR’ JANUARY 
Pa ee Se 
CONTEMPORARY 


January Hurst, Fanny THE HANDS OF VERONICA (Harper) $2.50 
January Hughes, Babette LAST NIGHT WHEN WE WERE YOUNG (Rinehart ) 2.50 
January Collins, Norman DULCIMER STREET (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 3200 
January Haines, William W. COMMAND DECISION (Little, Brown) 2290 
January De Voto, Bernard MOUNTAIN TIME (Little, Brown) 2075 
January Cahill, Holger LOOK SOUTH TO THE POLAR STAR (Harcourt, 

Brace ) 
January Cain, James M. THE BUTTERFLY -( Knopf.) 
January Merrick, Gordon THE STRUMPET WIND (Mo rrow) 
January Wellman, Paul WALLS OF JERICHO (Lippincott) February L.G. 


PERIOD, REGIONAL 


January Roberts, Kenneth LYDIA BAILEY (Doubleday) January L.G. 
January Andrezel, Pierre THE ANGELIC AVENGERS (Random Howse)February 
B.O.M. 


January Krause, Herbert THE THRESHER ( Bobbs-Merril1) 
January Edmonds, Walter IN THE HANDS OF THE SENECAS( Little, Brown) 


THRILLERS 


January Carleton, Marjorie THE SWAN SANG ONCE (Morrow) 
January Reilly, Helen THE SILVER LEOPARD (Random House) 
January Merble, Margaret S. THE LADY FORGOT (Harper) 

January Knight, Kathleen M. FOOTBRIDGE TO DEATH (Doubleday) 
January Iams, Jack THE BODY MISSED THE BOAT (Morrow) 


ROR #2 ho Oe bee 


OF GENERAL INTEREST 


January 2- Buck, Pearl S. HOW IT HAPPENS (John Day) 
January 6=- Blunden, Sdmnd SHELLEY (Viking) 
January @-2Com, David L. THIS IS THE STORY (Houghton, Mifflin) 
January 16= Waugh, Evelyn WHEN THE GOING WAS GOOD (Little, Brown) 
January 18- James, Marquis THE METROPOLITAN LIFE (Viking) 
January 22- Marshall, Arnold & 

King THE WAR REPORTS (Lippincott) 
January 23- Manus, Max 9 LIVES BEFORE THIRTY (Doubleday) 
January 29- Lauterbach,Richard THROUGH RUSSIA'S BACK DOOR (Harper) 


OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
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December 30- Hodgins, Eric MR. BLANDINGS BUILDS HIS DREAM HOUSE (Simon 
& Schuster)=- January P.0.Me 


wenuaderBe. Hickok, Eliza Me THE QUIZ KIDS (Houghton, Mifflin) 


Furuno 8 





